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Nebraska

Kansas

BMG Feedyard Locations

6 operations in 

Nebraska 

13 operations in 

Kansas 



WHY ARE ANTIBIOTICS SUCH A BIG DEAL?

● RESISTANCE

● PRESSURE COMING FROM END USERS AND CONSUMERS



Wendy’s Antibiotic use policy and guidelines

REPLACE – When Antibiotics are deemed necessary, all suppliers must 

certify to Wendy’s that producers work under supervision or guidance of their 

veterinarian.

REDUCE – Work with suppliers to reduce the use of Antibiotics that are important to human 

medicine

REFINE – Engaging veterinary experts to help identify opportunities to 

further refine animal care practices while keeping animals healthy and using fewer 

antibiotics when possible 



Stop using antibiotics important to human medicine in chicken production 
for McDonald’s USA by March 2017









: Require sign-off by feedlot 

consulting veterinarian

SOP’s AREA OF FOCUS PROGRESSIVE BEEF SOP PLATFORM

Cattle 

Care

Sustainability

Quality

Control

Quality Control SOP’s

Feed Related 9

Cattle Handling 6

Product Use (Antibiotic Data) 6

Misc. 6

Total 27

Cattle Care SOP’s

Persuasion Devices

Castration 

Tipping of Dehorning 

Branding 

Aborting Heifers 

Calving 

Equipment

Feed & Water

Transportation

Environmental Stress 
Management



Non-Ambulatory

Euthanasia 

Cattle Handling

Total 13

Sustainability SOP’s

Environment 1

Societal 1

Operational 

Efficiencies
1

Total 3

Standard Operating Procedures





Clarity or Confusion

What the consumer is What the consumer is

Obscurity Confusion

Inaccuracy
Negative 

Differentiation

Transparency Clarity

Authenticity
Positive Story

asking getting

5



The Unintended Consequences
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Cage-Free Never Ever Antibiotics Slow-Grow Chicken

Compromised welfare and increased mortality

Environmental resources over-utilized; Declining sustainability metrics

Increased consumer confusion on label definition

Increased cost of production; Diminishing premiums

rbST-Free GMO-Free 



Increased Mortality from RWA 
requires an estimated 683-883 

million more birds to meet 
demand.  
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RWA Compromises Sustainability 

Sources:USDA, Cobb, Ross. Sources of primary data: Expert consensus (interviews with technical experts) and Proprietary industry data (Agri Stats).
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